Charcoal in the sixties by Illawarra Mercury,
establishing guidelines for future action, particularly in regard to 
.. ., .. ,.,rn""''" of buildings according !a their priority for preservation. 
Notional Trust Bulletin, which odds that further particulars will be 
given in a later issue.) 
brief paragraph, which appeared in the " Sydney Gazette" on 19th July, 
is one of the few gleams of light on the dark age of llloworro history 
Boss's voyage in 1797 and Evans's journey in 1812. Probably the birds 
ht to Sydney by cedar-getters.) 
birds, one of which is still living, were lost week brought from the Five 
they appear to partake equally of the species of cockatoo and parrot. 
is light clove (sic) with little variation; and on the head, which is 
is placed a crest of the some colour, which when erect assumes a 
appearance. These ore the first of the kind that hove ever been token. 
In those for ·owoy days, the blocks were numerous on the South Coast. 
will I forget their holding of a corroboree on a flat close by the present 
at Unonderro. In England, down in Heortfordshire (sic), I hod 
by the gypsies, but those pointed blocks, with their spears, 
womero, and paddy-melon sticks, mode me hide out. Afterwords I 
familiar with them and the King, with his half-moon brass token 
They initiated me in the art of throwing a spear and boomerang. 
was a serviceable weapon, which brought to hand many a big fish in 
Creek ... 
Charcoal (now Unonderro · Ed.) was then a lively village about three miles 
Wollongong . A couple of schools, grocer and butcher's shop, a busy ton 
and a publ ic house, mode it quite on important place. The nome was 
about by the fact thor it was really the headquarters of the charcoal 
Charcoal was free ly used in those doys, and the heavy timber around 
port was just to the making. Those charcoal burners were a tough 
Ha rd workers and mostly hard drinkers. After knock·off time, a wash and 
teo, it was their custom to assemble at the Charcoal Inn, then kept by 
My first introduction to them was mode one winter evening. The 
was always inclined to hove a " nip" in the evening. The night he took 
I found them a nice lot of old chops. They song songs, smoked, and 
enjoyed their hot grog, with plenty of sugar in it. 
" Early llloworro - Reminiscences by Fronk Wilkinson ('Martindale') " 
(illaworro Mercury, 8th February, 1935 .) 
HEATHORNE'S " PICTURES OF AUSTRALIAN LIFE, 1843-44": 
from the April and May Bulletins, in the forme r of which a brief note 
on the author, a daughter of the manage r of the Wood stock Mills at 
Jamberoo.) 
was dressed by five, often 
For amusement I took charge of the dairy, hitherto managed by our 
a ticket-of· leove man. Twice a week, before breakfast , I churned 
pounds of butter. I also mode oil the bread for the household, the cook 
the brick oven w ith wood, and when the oven was hot enough he swept 
embers, then pushed in the loaves with a long·hondled flat wooden spade. 
I con still smell the scent of the hot baked bread. 
On a Friday there was coke·moking, when I would invent new combinations 
Ingredients, and with curiosity await the result. How I wish I hod written 
the recipes of those good cokesl I could hove left both bread and coke-
a nd butter-churning to our excellent though eccentric cook, but I, being 
energetic, found time very dull, and welcomed employment for myself. 
the cook was on original. 'How did you come to be in New South 
Henry?' I asked of him one day. 'All along of exploring, Miss.' Exploring, 
understand.' 'Well, this was the way of it, Miss. I was one of a exploring 
In a big pork one night, and we come upon a house and wonted to see 
wa s inside of it. So in we went, but not by the front door. And whilst we 
loklng over beautiful silver things there was a noise and a borkin' of dogs 
and another exploring party comes in, but they wasn' t our friends, and I got 
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